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WELCOME, WILLOW: OUR 2016 CHILD
AMBASSADOR
Upon meeting her, Willow looks like any other two-year-old girl. She has a bright
infectious smile, sparkling eyes and enough energy to keep you on your toes! Around
meal time, she shares her unique characteristic: Willow is tube fed.
Willow was diagnosed with tracheoesophageal atresia at birth because her esophagus
was not joined to her stomach. This very rare condition requires immediate surgery and
at just three days of age, Willow underwent her first procedure. It was successful!
A few days later, Willow was diagnosed with Choanal Atresia, meaning her nasal
passages were fully blocked. A newborn baby only knows how to breathe through their
nose, so this was life-threatening. The little survivor underwent two more surgeries
at only a month and a half old. At this point breathing while eating proved to be too
difficult for Willow and she was not eating enough to survive and was given a nasogastric
tube so she could eat without the challenge of swallowing.
On Christmas Eve 2013, after three surgeries and sixty-five days in the hospital, Willow
finally went home. At this time, Arlene and Brad were introduced to the Rehabilitation
Centre for Children (RCC) and the Feeding Clinic, a team who would support and guide
Willow to learn how to eat. The Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation is the fundraising
arm of the RCC and the Feeding Clinic, allowing them to provide the equipment, tools
and resources they need to support children like Willow.
The Feeding Clinic team assessed Willow regularly, adjusted her tube-feeding schedule
accordingly to ensure she was gaining enough weight, helped coordinate support from
other medical professionals and helped Arlene and Brad understand that this process
was going to require patience and time.
A turning point came for Willow at seven months of age. While in another surgery, the
doctors re-opened her nose, placed stents and replaced her nasogastric tube with a
gastrostomy tube. When Willow woke up, she was a new little girl. Playful, curious, and
able to breathe!
Since then, Willow has made incredible progress. Her challenging start created
developmental delays, but she’s rapidly catching up. Willow loves exploring the world
around her, has a growing appetite and continues to visit the Feeding Clinic to work at
weaning her off of her gastrostomy tube. She continues to inspire her parents and many
friends that have witnessed her journey. Willow will be involved in our activities and
special events throughout the year, so watch out for her. It’s Willow’s year!
Top, Middle & Bottom: Two-year-old Willow, our 2016 Child Ambassador.
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20 YEARS OF CRESCENT CRUISIN’

Spring is on the horizon and we’re getting ready for our 20th
Annual RBC Cruisin’ Down the Crescent on Sunday, June 12th
supporting children and youth who live with lifelong challenges.
We’re very excited to make the walk you’ve come to know and love
bigger and better than ever before. Whether you’re a walker or a
runner, or just enjoy the great outdoors, we invite you to take part
in our annual event (and if you have a furry friend, please bring
your pet along as well!) We’ll have a pet stop with treat bags and
dog bandanas – fun for everyone. We anticipate that this will be
our largest Cruise to date and are currently looking for sponsors
and silent auction prizes. This event could not be made possible
or successful without our amazing sponsors and wonderful
volunteers, thank you again.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Robert H Smith School Community Breakfast in Support of the
Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation
March 4, 2016 – The grade six students at Robert H Smith School
were given the opportunity to choose the charity they wanted
to support for this breakfast and after learning about all the
possibilities, chose the Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation. Join
us from 6:30 – 10:00 am for a hot breakfast and the chance to win
a silent auction prize (including Jet jerseys, gift certificates and
WestJet flights.) Ticket cost: $5 per person and can be purchased
on the day of the event.

PHOTOS: Left - RBC Cruisin Down the Crescent Committee
Members with Keera, Ambassador Youth for 2015
Middle: Maddie’s family and team members Right: Kayden
and his mom, Natasha
World of Wheels, March 18 – 20, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to sell raffle tickets at the World of
Wheels event with the Manitoba Street Rod Association at the
RBC Convention Centre, Winnipeg. Prizes include One (1) Custom
built 1959 Cadillac Sofa and One (1) professionally restored
Antique Mini Gas Pump, value of prize: $4000.00. Tickets are
$2.00 each or 3 for $5.00

The Classic Embers Band Spring Fling Social
April 30, 2016 – In support of the Children’s Rehabilitation
Foundation, The Classic Embers Band will be entertaining at the
Belgian Club, 407 Provencher Boulevard. Join us from 8:30 pm –
1:00 am for a great time. Tickets are $10 per person and can be
purchased at the CRF office.

MSRA / Rod-A-Rama, April 29 – May 1, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to sell raffle tickets at the Rod-ARama event with the Manitoba Street Rod Association at the RBC
Convention Centre, Winnipeg. Prizes include One (1) Custom built
1959 Cadillac Sofa and One (1) professionally restored Antique
Mini Gas Pump, value of prize: $4000.00. Tickets are $2.00 each
or 3 for $5.00

For more event details, please contact Adell Gauthier, Fund
Development & Event Coordinator, Children’s Rehabilitation
Foundation, at adell@crf.mb.ca or 204-477-4587.

The Classic Embers Band Entertainment, April 30, 2016
We are looking for a few volunteers to work the door for this
event at the Belgian Club, Winnipeg.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

65th Annual Chickenfest, May 10, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to help serve the dinner and collect
dishes at Chickenfest, CanadInns Polo Park. The 2-3 hour shifts
will start at approximately 3:00 pm and end at 9:00 pm.

The Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation depends on volunteers to
make all events and fundraising opportunities a success. All of the
events listed below support the programs and equipment funded
by the Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation. We are currently
seeking volunteers to fill in two to four hour shifts for the following
events:
Mid-Canada Boat Show, March 3 – 6, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to sell $5 WestJet raffle tickets at
the CRF booth at the Mid-Canada Boat Show the RBC Convention
Centre, Winnipeg.

20th Annual RBC Crusin’ Down the Crescent, June 12, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to fill a variety of jobs for this event.
Please contact CRF for more information.
Canadian Tire Regent Starkids Golf Tournament, July 7, 2016
We are looking for volunteers to help at this event, taking place at
the Bel Acres Golf Course.
Please contact Stephanie if you are interested in volunteering for
any of these events. 204-452-4311 ext. 182 or
stephanie@crf.mb.ca

The Children’s Rehabilitation Foundation is a local Manitoba charity dedicated to helping children living with
disabilities and special needs. We raise funds through special events, grants and donations to purchase
specialized equipment that helps children become more.independent and fund modified recreation programs
where kids can have fun and learn valuable life skills. We are 100% dependent on the generosity of the community
and need your support to help children. To learn how to get involved, visit crf.mb.ca.

