


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Submitted by Pat McNeil, Board President 

Once again we have revenues in excess of 1.5 Million dollars! 
Christine and her team continue to provide amazing results. All 
this remains constant while the office staff certainly has not! To 
achieve this level of consistency in fund raising while turning over 
employees of such a small staff, speaks volumes to the  
commitment of everyone involved!   
 
Thank you to Sandra and Peter for getting our Human Resource 
Policies in place (and print). A lot of time and effort goes into  
establishing policies and job descriptions. Thank you. 
  
The move to the new SCCY premises will be exciting! Although 
the completion date keeps getting pushed back, we can see  
progress with the building. Our events and public presence  
continue to grow. Thank you to all the office staff, and our  
volunteers, your efforts and hard work do not go unnoticed.   
  
It is hard to believe but our Gala gets bigger and better every 
year! What a wonderful and fun evening! Thank you to the Gala 
committee, every year you set the bar higher AND you exceed 
it!!  
  
I would also like to thank our families that we support. It is truly 
inspiring to see the excitement and enthusiasm that our new  
ambassadors bring each and every year! Thank you for sharing 
your stories! We know this is a big ask and it takes a lot of your 
time. Your stories, like each of you, are incredible and you make 
our efforts so worthwhile.  
 
I am honoured to work with such a great Board, great Executive 
and Foundation staff. You all work so tirelessly to assist in and  
organize all the events we run, and there are many!  
  
I wish you all a safe and Happy Summer and look forward to 
working with you all again in the fall.  

 

“We are so grateful 

to be apart of the 

RCC family and  

have the  

opportunity to  

participate in the 

programs it  

offers.  It's hard  

to find  

extra-curricular  

activities for our son 

and we really  

appreciate the  

variety of activities 

you have, not to 

mention the cost 

($0!). “ 
 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Submitted by Christine Schollenberg, Executive Director 

As I write my end of the year report I ponder on what I can share 
with you that has stood out in my mind at the Foundation this 
past year.  There have been many moments I would consider  
incredible. As I share with you the past year I dedicate it to the 
Brave Ones and please let me explain. 
 
This past Spring I had the opportunity to attended a seminar 
called “The Brave Ones”; it was a Leadercast Seminar … and with 
many great speakers from Peyton Manning, Seth Godin, Malala 
Yousafzai to name a few. 
 
So essentially my topic is The Brave Ones - Bravery is defined as 
courage, heroic, bold and daring all of these words define the 
people who make our Foundation what it is. The wonderful  
children and youth we meet and their families, our Volunteers, 
our Donors, Board of Directors and the passionate staff of  
Rehabilitation Centre for Children and I would be remise if I did 
not mention the Staff of the Foundation those extraordinary  
ladies. 
 
Our mission statement states: The Children's Rehabilitation 
Foundation raises funds to improve the lives of children who  
access services provided by the Rehabilitation Centre for  
Children. Vision: For all children to have the support required to 
realize their abilities. Each and every day we have the opportunity 
to meet The Brave Ones and this helps to resonate our focus. 
 
One individual that stands out for me is Jerzee, our child  
ambassador for 2014 she defines the word Bravery in all aspects, 
when Jerzee gives her motivational speeches on “Define who you 
are – choose the person you want to be”, “believe in yourself, 
make yourself stand out from others.” All words spoken from one 
of the bravest little youngsters I have ever met. If we could all just 
take the time to ponder her thoughts.  
 
Over the past 5 years the organizations who have helped us  
define Brave, the relationships that have been constantly  
nurtured. 
- Presidents Choice Children’s Charities for over $1,000,000.00 of 
supporting children and youth with equipment needs. 
- ECHO Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries Employees helping to  
empower children with equipment and programs. 

 

“I am 16 years old.  

 

When we attend the 

gardening program, 

riding bikes was my  

favorite thing to do.  

I really like the two 

seater low rider bike 

because I enjoy being 

together with my mom 

or a friend.,  

 

It is challenging to ride 

a normal bike. I would 

like to thank you for 

your awesome gift to 

help make my dream 

come true.” 



- The Winnipeg West Rotary Club for over 6 years of supporting 
children and youth with opportunities and possibilities.      
- RBC employees supporting RBC Cruisin’ Dow the Crescent and 
embracing the event to make it the largest fundraising endeavor 
for the Foundation. 
- Manitoba Street Rod Association and the Fabulous 50’s Car 
Clubs spreading the awareness level and helping to raise funds. 
- Procurity encounter Brand and Mr. Wayne Rivers for supporting 
the Active Living Centre and the Night of Miracles dinner. You 
have assisted us in taking our dinner to a new level of fundraising. 
 
The amazing families we meet along the way either at a Bike 
presentation or for a visit at the Foundation these are our Brave 
Ones!  Truly spectacular Volunteers for every event and com-
mittee we just could not do it without YOU! Donors of the Foun-
dation you are the BRAVE ONES you support our events and we 
are forever grateful. 

 
Over the past year we have had some significant changes in the  
Foundation staff with the retirement of Rita, and Alexis moving to  
Australia the Foundation underwent definite changes. Through 
the changes we came out stronger and more determined to be a 
TEAM of Goals and a team of SUCCESS! We have clear vision of 
what we want to achieve as we move forward into 2015-2016 
year of fund raising.  
 
I will leave with a quote that Winnie the Pooh once said; “If ever 
there is a time when we are not together, you must always  
remember you are braver than you believe, stronger than you 
seem and smarter than you think!” 

“My family and I 

thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts 

for your general  

donation.   

I know my son 

through and through 

however he can’t tell 

me what his favorite 

color is. Now with 

this iPad I hope to get 

to know my son even 

better.” 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
Submitted by Joey Enright 

The 2014-2015 year was another record year for the Children’s  
Rehabilitation Foundation.  
 
Thanks to the tireless efforts of our staff, partners, and volunteer 
committees, we were able to surpass our past years fundraising 
target by 13%, bolstered by the continued success of our many 
programs and events such as A Night of Miracles, RBC Cruisin’ 
Down the Crescent, and Starkids golf tournament, just to name a 
few. These individuals continue to push the envelope and  
continuously deliver successful fundraising events and programs 
to the Foundation.  
 
There are incredible benefits with flow out from a successful year 
like 2014-2015. First, we are able to continue constantly expand-
ing our program offering for families and children of all ages, 
growing by 14% over the previously year.  
 
As well, as technology advances and greater enhancements are 
available for our Clients, we are able to continue supporting 
equipment requests, which have also seen growth of over 26% 
over the previous year.  
 
And finally, we are able to continue supporting research projects 
around RRC that will provide us with greater knowledge and in-
sight into how we can grow further and make a bigger impact.  
Ultimately, our goal is constantly reach more children in the  
community, and provide them access to the essential resources 
they need to thrive. With the hard work and dedication of our 
staff, partners, and volunteer committees, the Foundation was 
able to answer this call and delivered a very successful year of 
work.  
 
Thank you all again for your support as we look towards  
another great year in 2015-2016. 
 

 

“We never imagined  

Brandon ever being in 

a sailboat or bowling 

in his wheelchair or 

crafting or just being 

with such highly skilled 

people who are  

doing this job  

because it is where 

their hearts are.  

Summer camp is an  

incredible program for 

some of the most  

vulnerable and high 

needs people in the 

community and  

we are so thankful.” 



ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Submitted by Dr. Archie Cooper, Chair, Allocations 

The purpose of the Allocations Committee is to receive requests 
for funding for research, programs, education, assistive  
technology and capital equipment, review these requests and 
submit recommendations to the Board. 
 
The members of the Allocations Committee in 2014-15 were:  
Barb Borton, Ruby Duxbury, Dave Reader, Tracy Sachvie, Chris  
Schollenberg (ex officio) and Archie Cooper (Chair). 
 
The goals of the Committee for 2014-15 were: 
 to review the Letters of Intent submitted for the Leslie Barker 

Research Grant 
 to continue to refine the policy and procedures for iPads 
 to review the annual request for funding made to the  

Foundation by the Rehabilitation Centre for Children. 
 to continue to provide advice on out-of-the-ordinary requests 

to the Foundation for funding. 
 
The committee met as a whole twice during the 2014-2015 year.  
Issues dealt with included: 
 Routing of requests for iPads (to Disability and Health  

Supports Unit [DHSU] of Manitoba Family Services and CRF) 
 Revision to the iPad policy to address capacity of the device, 

include wording about the cost of the warranty, and the  
replacement schedule. 

 A request to fund a scooter as CRF does not normally fund 
scooters. 

 The need for a record retention policy to deal with requests 
and requisitions and the possibility of moving to electronic 
storage. 

 Two meetings with members of the DHSU to discuss the  
mandate of each organization, how we might coordinate  
requests for funding, the process each entity uses to allocate 
funding, to clarify what the Foundation will and will not fund 
and which professional disciplines should be completing  
applications to the Foundation. 

 

“The Foundation has 
taken a worry out  

of our lives on how 
we are going to  
provide these  

special gifts in our  
children’s lives.  

 

And to relieve  
families who already 

have so many  
worries in all  

different forms is life 
changing. 

 

Thank you from the 
bottom of our 

hearts.” 



ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT (continued) 
Submitted by Dr. Archie Cooper, Chair, Allocations 

Meeting with the Open Access Resource Centre (OARC) to discuss how the organizations work  
together; policies regarding protective cases for iPads, capacity of iPads, and the need for a request 
form specific to iPads. 

The Chair and the Executive Director met to review the Funding Requests from RCC.  
Allocation of Funds 2014-15 - The budget to be allocated to research, programs, education and  
assistive technology in 2014-15 was projected to be $802,774. Funds spent in 2014-15 were: 

ITEM SPENT 

Restricted Funds   
SCRC Program $40,341 
Treatment/Capital Equipment $37,065 
Children’s Equipment $400,246 
Programs $228,657 
Research Coordinator $38,426 

Subtotal $744,735 
Unrestricted Funds   
Research Projects $0 
Staff Development $22,891 
Children’s Equipment Repair $1,705 

Subtotal $24,596 
TOTAL $769,331 

The following requests for funding submitted by RCC to the Allocations Committee in the spring of 
2015 were recommended to the Board: 

ITEM REQUEST 

SCRC/RDI Program (StarKids) $43,500 

Treatment Equipment $60,270 

Children’s Equipment $410,000 

Programs $282,535 

RCC Research Development Coordinator $52,000 

Staff Education/Development $25,000 

Children’s Equipment Repair $2,000 

TOTAL $875,305 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Submitted by Shelly Wiseman 

At the April 28th Board meeting, Todd Baigrie was unanimously 
voted in as the CRFs newest Board Member.  Todd will join the 
Board in September. 

Currently, four Board members terms will expire at the end of 
June including:  

 Brad Kramble; 

 Dave Reader; 

 Richard Rice; and  

 Pat McNeil. 

All members have been notified and asked to confirm if they 
would like their name to stand for another three year term by 
June 5th. 

Jane Daniels has put forward the name of a parent who has a 
child that utilizes the Centre’s services. The nominating  
committee will consider the applicant after the AGM.  

The by-laws state the Board can consist of a minimum of five 
members and a maximum of 17. Additionally, there is a five term 
limit on Board members.  

 

 

“The equipment we 

received from CRF 

has made a huge  

impact on our life  

and Garrett’s in so 

many ways.   

 

It has given Garrett 

the chance to have as 

close to a normal life 

as we could give him.  

It has helped him 

achieve goals that  

otherwise would have 

been out of reach.  It 

upped his quality of 

life more than we 

could  explain.”   



FUNDRAISING REPORT 
Submitted by Adell Gauthier, Fund Development & Event Coordinator 

I predict some big changes in the coming year. We know of a few 
key players including major sponsors and committee members 
leaving their current roles whether from the sale of a business, 
relocation or retirement. 
 
For example, we have been tremendously fortunate to have a 
strong relationship with Mr. Laddie Hutchison from Canadian Tire 
Regent, our title sponsor for the golf tournament. He recently  
announced his retirement planned for February 2016. We have 
not yet heard who will be replacing him; but in any case we are 
cognoscente of the fact that the Canadian Tire Regent Starkids 
Golf Tournament may have a new title sponsor in the future. It is 
only natural that in celebrating events well into their second  
decade there is going to be turnover and change is inevitable.     
 
The Ride for Rehab has already made some major changes.   
Recently, we made the decision to bring this event back to  
Manitoba and are pleased to be able to support our local  
economy. Our riders spoke and we listened. We anticipate with a 
smaller distance to travel and a reduced price tag, we will  
increase our participation. We hope to bring greater awareness to 
CRF and to this event by being able to accommodate a larger 
group at Elkhorn Resort.  Holding this event in Manitoba will allow 
us to more easily invite a family to speak to the group and paint a 
picture of how programs or equipment funded by CRF has  
impacted their lives. My forecast for Ride for Rehab is that 2016 
will be a record-breaking year.   
 
RBC Cruisin’ Down the Crescent has had marvelous success and 
we anticipate another terrific year ahead. Each year we see new 
faces on the committee and with new faces comes new energy 
and new ideas. Change is on the  horizon for this family event. 
Almost daily someone will ask us what will happen when we move 
to the new building and are no longer situated on Wellington 
Crescent. We do not yet have a firm answer to this million dollar 
question, but there are already some ideas brewing.         

 

“How has the  

Foundation helped  

us out?  

By helping our 

daughter to learn to 

walk, eat, and  

communicate.  

These are such  

fundamental parts  

of life, so very  

essential to one's  

independence and 

happiness,  

I don't know where  

Marianne would be 

without the  

Foundation.” 



FUNDRAISING REPORT (continued) 

 

I wish I could go to 

Sun & Fun summer 

camp all summer!  

The camp staff  

included me in  

everything. I felt  

like one of the gang.  

I could be goofy  

if I wanted without  

somebody telling me 

to be serious.  

I want to come as a 

volunteer to show 

other campers how 

much fun they  

will have.  

Summer camp is  

the best!   

One success I am happy to mention is the partnership we created 
with Tim Horton’s.  What started as a simple conversation at a 
golf tournament has blossomed into CRF becoming the fortunate 
recipients of the Smile Cookie Campaign this upcoming  
September. In addition to this terrific week-long event, Tim  
Horton’s committed to a Cookie Sponsorship at A Night of  
Miracles gala and they have offered us their mobile truck to use 
during the summer. We look forward to working with Tim   
Horton’s on these projects, and hope we have the opportunity to 
work with them in the future, too.   
 
Over the past year we saw an increase in third party events.  We 
also saw a great variety of methods in how people chose to  
fundraise. Everything from bake sales, gymkhana horse games, 
door-to-door canvassing and roadside produce sales! I am very 
pleased we are continuing to grow our positive image in the  
community and we are the charity of choice for young  
entrepreneurs as well as seasoned fundraisers! I predict we will 
continue to see a steady increase in people and groups wanting 
to partner with CRF.   
 
We also saw a big change in our small and mighty team of staff 
this year. Naturally, it was hard to say goodbye to two key players 
who made up one third of this group. As with all change, we 
adapt, we adjust, and I am optimistic we are going to grow to  
become the strongest squad yet.   



PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT 
Submitted by Carole Gingera Kowalchuk, Communications &  
Marketing Coordinator 

We had a solid year in public relations, in large part thanks to Jerzee 
Wasylnuk our 2014 Child of the Year. Jerzee’s spirit, energy and 
personality infused our PR projects, and kept our motivation high.  
 
Jerzee was a great ambassador for our Foundation – she had the 
charisma, the cuteness and spunkiness that endeared her to all 
those who met her. She embodied the “It’s About Ability” spirit and 
never turned down a chance to spread her message. Jerzee and her 
family will forever have a special place in my heart, and I would like 
to thank them 100 times over for letting us into their lives, their 
home and their story. 
 
Our media partnerships continue to grow and flourish. CTV,  
Global, Bob 99 FM, CJOB, KISS 102, Pattison Outdoor and Tripwire 
Media all played integral roles in promoting the Foundation. I am 
very happy with our new found relationship with Tripwire Media; 
Doug Darling and his Tripwire team proved to be among the top 
videographers in Manitoba and really know how to tell a story that 
makes everyone pause and consider their good fortune. Our first 
collaborative effort “Jerzee’s Story” marked a milestone in  
excellence in our story telling. 
 
We continue to improve our digital communications while still  
relying on print for traditional marketing needs. Our partnership 
with Relish Design is very solid and we are very lucky to work with 
designers and writers who can make us look so good. A new  
website is definitely in our future; one that can keep up to our 
needs and ideas. Our social media and web traffic increases  
weekly, and our challenge now is to keep up with their thirst for 
stories about CRF and our families. I am excited to work with  
Stephanie on social media, as I’ve learned recently I actually can’t 
do it all myself. The next step will be to empower a group of writing 
volunteers to produce the online content we need and our donors 
want. 
 
However, we can’t take our foot off the pedal. We need to  
accelerate our efforts to stay ahead of those non profits very close 
on our heels. We have amazing stories to tell; we have incredible 
families who inspire us. Now we need to push forward and keep 
looking for more opportunities to tell the stories and let people 
know how donating to CRF will change a child’s life.  

 

“Thank you for  

funding the iPad  

minis. Our boys will 

have the opportunity 

to communicate their 

needs and wants for 

life’s daily activities 

with minimal  

frustration.. 

Your gesture has  

restored what has 

been lacking in our 

immediate world – 

HOPE that our boys’ 

lives will be fulfilled 

with lifelong  

learning and much 

happiness.”  



RESEARCH REPORT 
Submitted by Jessie Shea, Research Development Coordinator  

With an educational background in neuroscience and clinical re-
search experience with people with a spinal cord injury, I joined 
RCC as the Research Development Coordinator in August 2014.  
My initial focus has been on increasing awareness of the Research 
Department, simplifying the research application process, and 
beginning to assess programs and equipment at RCC.  To accom-
plish these goals, the following activities have been undertaken: 

 The 2014-2018 RCC Research Department Strategic Plan has 
been updated to better reflect the current direction of the 
Research Department.  The Plan includes increasing online 
resources, encouraging RCC clinician-led research projects, 
evaluating programs and equipment provided through RCC, 
engaging families and stakeholders in developing research 
priorities, and enhancing knowledge translation among re-
searchers, clinicians and families. 

 The Research pages on the RCC and CRF websites have been 
updated, and now provide more information about the Re-
search Department, including information about overarching 
goals of the Department, ongoing studies and research access 
procedures. 

 An informational poster about the Research Department has 
been posted at RCC and given to CRF to post at their events, 
to increase awareness of the Department and its projects 
amongst RCC staff and families and CRF supporters.  

 The RCC Research Access Policies have been updated to make 
the application process easier to navigate and ensure con-
sistency in reporting of study outcomes and impact on RCC.  A 
Research Access Guidance document has been created to aid 
researchers in the application process.  Annual and final re-
port templates have been created, to ensure consistent re-
porting from researchers. 

 

 

“We are thrilled to 

have received a  

Convaid Stroller for 

our daughter. She  

loves the outdoors 

but unfortunately can 

only walk short  

distances before 

needing assistance. 

This new stroller 

helps us solve the 

transportation  

problem. Words  

cannot express how 

grateful we are to 

you for fully funding 

this wonderful new 

stroller.” 



RESEARCH REPORT (continued) 

 In spring 2014 Occupational Therapy students from the 
University of Manitoba conducted a survey study assessing 
use and parent perceptions of CRF-funded iPads as commu-
nication aids.  Results were positive, with most parents be-
lieving that having an iPad has improved their child’s com-
munication, interactions with friends and family, independ-
ence, and overall quality of life.  Results from this project 
have been presented to both the RCC and CRF Boards of 
Directors, and to the two major donors, Manitoba Liquor & 
Lotteries ECHO Board and President’s Choice Children’s 
Charity.  Posters describing the results and implications 
have been placed around RCC for families and staff to read. 

 Collaborating with an RCC Prosthetist/Orthotist to evaluate 
child and parent satisfaction with ankle foot orthotics 
(AFO), and assess a new way to measure functional gait 
changes due to AFO use.  Results will be used to improve 
services offered through the P&O Department at RCC, in-
cluding increasing AFO compliance and use of standardized 
outcome measures.  A grant from the CRF Leslie Barker Re-
search Fund will fund this project. 

I am also a member of the SSCY Research and Evaluation Com-
mittee, which is currently focusing on developing an evaluation 
framework for SSCY services.  I look forward to the upcoming 
year at RCC, and will continue to work toward increasing 
awareness of the Research Department, assessing services 
offered through RCC, quality improvement initiatives, and shar-
ing project results with RCC staff and families. 

 

“If Aidan did not 

have his iPad  

system, he would be 

almost completely  

dependent upon  

others.  

 

In other words,  

the Children’s  

Rehabilitation  

Foundation has 

changed his life. 

Thank you for your 

kindness and  

generosity.” 


